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OPINION 1201 

ELAPIDAE BOIE, 1827 (REPTILIA, SERPENTES): 

RULING TO STABILIZE NOMENCLATURE OF TAXA IN 
THIS FAMILY (AND OTHERS) 

RULING.— (1) Under the plenary powers 

(a) all designations of type species hitherto made for the 
nominal genus Elaps Schneider, 1801, are hereby set 
aside and the nominal species Coluber lemniscatiis 
Linnaeus, 1758, is hereby designated as type species 
of that genus; 

(b) all designations of type species hitherto made for the 
nominal genus Hydrophis Latreille, 1801, are hereby 
set aside and the nominal species Hydras fasciatus 
Schneider, 1801, is hereby designated as type species 
of that genus; 

(c) the generic name Elaps Schneider, 1801, as 
interpreted under the plenary powers in (a) above, is 
not to be used to displace the generic name Micrurus 
Wagler, 1824 by any zoologist who considers both 
names to denote one genus; 

(d) the family-group name BUNGARIDAE Fitzinger, 
1826 (as ‘Bungaroidea’) is not to have priority over 
the family-group names ELAPIDAE Boie, 1827 and 
HYDROPHIIDAE Fitzinger, 1843, or either of 
them, whenever they are regarded as synonyms; 

(e) the family-group name URIECHINAE Cope, 1893 is 
not to have priority over the family-group name 
APARALLACTINAE Bourgeois, 1968, whenever 
they are regarded as synonyms. 

(2) The following generic names are hereby placed on the 
Official List of Generic Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers 
specified: 

(a) Elaps Schneider, 1801 (gender: masculine), type 
species, by designation under the plenary powers in 
(l)(a) above. Coluber lemniscatus Linnaeus, 1758 
(Name Number 2143); 

(b) Micrurus Wagler, 1824 (gender: masculine), type 
species, by monotypy, Micrurus spixii Wagler, 1824, 
with a direction that it is to be given precedence over 
Elaps Schneider, 1801, by any zoologist who believes 
the two names to denote one genus (Name Number 
2144); 

(c) Homoroselaps Jan, 1858 (gender: masculine), type 
species, by monotypy. Coluber hygeiae Shaw, 1802 
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(Name Number 2145); 

(d) Hydrophis Latreille, 1801 (gender: masculine), type 
species, by designation under the plenary powers in 
(l)(b) above, Hydrus fasciatus Schneider, 1799 
(Name Number 2146); 

(e) Aparallactus A. Smith, 1849 (gender: masculine), 
type species, by monotypy, Aparallactus capensis A. 
Smith, 1849 (Name Number 2147); 

(f) Coluber Linnaeus, 1758 (gender: masculine), type 
species, by subsequent designation by Fitzinger, 
1843, Coluber constrictor Linnaeus, 1758 (Name 
Number 2148); 

(g) Bungarus Daudin, 1803 (gender: masculine), type 
species, by subsequent monotypy, Bungarus 
annularis Daudin, 1803 (Name Number 2149); 

(h) Uriechis Peters, 1854 (gender: masculine), type 
species, by monotypy, Uriechis lunulatus Peters, 1854 
(Name Number 2150). 

(3) The following specific names are hereby placed on the 
Official List of Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers 
specified: 

(a) lemniscatus Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the 
binomen Coluber lemniscatus (specific name of type 
species of Elaps Schneider, 1801) (Name Number 
2779); 

(b) spixii Wagler, 1824, as published in the binomen 
Micrurus spixii (specific name of type species of 
Micrurus Wagler, 1824) (Name Number 2780); 

(c) lacteus Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the binomen 
Coluber lacteus (the valid name, at the time of this 
ruling, for the type species of Homoroselaps Jan, 
1858) (Name Number 2781); 

(d) fasciatus Schneider, 1799, as published in the 
binomen Hydrus fasciatus (specific name of type 
species of Hydrophis Latreille, 1801) (Name Number 

2782) ; 

(e) capensis A. Smith, 1849, as published in the binomen 
Aparallactus capensis (specific name of type species 
of Aparallactus A. Smith, 1849) (Name Number 

2783) ; 

(f) constrictor Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the 
binomen Coluber constrictor (specific name of type 
species of Coluber Linnaeus, 1758) (Name Number 

2784) ; 

(g) fasciata Schneider, 1801, as published in the binomen 
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Fseiidoboa fasciata (the valid name, at the time of this 
ruling, for the type species of Bungarus Daudin, 
1803) (Name Number 2785); 

(h) lunulatus Peters, 1854, as published in the binomen 
Uriechis lunulatus (specific name of type species of 
Uriechis Peters, 1854) (Name Number 2786). 

(4) The following family-group names are hereby placed on 
the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology with the Name 
Numbers specified): 

(a) ELAPIDAE Boie, 1827 (type genus Elaps 
Schneider, 1801), given precedence under the 
plenary powers in (l)(d) above whenever the two 
names are regarded as synonyms over 
BUNG ARID AE Fitzinger, 1826 (Name Number 
518); 

(b) HYDROPHIIDAE Fitzinger, 1843 (type genus 
Hydrophis Latreille, 1801), given precedence under 
the plenary powers in (l)(d) above over 
BUNGARIDAE Fitzinger, 1826, whenever the two 
are regarded as synonyms (Name Number 519); 

(c) BUNGARIDAE Fitzinger, 1826 (type genus 
Bungarus Daudin, 1803), ruled under the plenary 
powers in (l)(d) above not to have priority over 
either ELAPIDAE Boie, 1827 or 
HYDROPHIIDAE Fitzinger, 1843, whenever they 
are considered as synonyms of it (Name Number 
520); 

(d) COLUBRIDAE Oppel, 1811 (type genus Coluber 
Linnaeus, 1758) (Name Number 51\)\ 

(e) URIECHINAE Cope, 1893 (type genus Uriechis 
Peters, 1854), ruled under the plenary powers in 
(l)(e) above not to have priority over 
APARALLACTINAE Bourgeois, 1968, whenever 
the two names are considered synonyms (Name 
Number 522); 

(f) APARALLACTINAE Bourgeois, 1968 (type genus 
Aparallactus A. Smith, 1849) ruled under the plenary 
powers in (l)(e) above to have precedence over 
URIECHINAE Cope, 1893 whenever the two names 
are considered synonyms (Name Number 523). 

HISTORY OF THE CASE Z.N.(S.)2128 

An application for the stabilization of names in the family 
ELAPIDAE was first received from Professor Hobart M. Smith and 
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Mrs. Rozella B. Smith on 4 March 1975. The complexities of the 
case gave rise to prolonged correspondence, but an application was 
eventually sent to the printer on 13 February 1976 and published on 
30 September 1976 in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 33, pp. 73-84. 

Public notice of the possible use of the plenary powers in the 
case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to the 
statutory serials, to six general serials and two herpetological serials. 

The application was supported by Dr. R.S. Funk and 
Professor Lauren E. Brown (vol. 34, p. 8), and by Dr, G.L. 
Underwood and Dr. A. Stimson (vol. 36, pp. 198-199) with a query 
on one point. This led to extensive modifications to the original 
proposals which were published in vol. 36, pp. 199-200. 

Public notice of the possible additional use of the plenary 
powers in the case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well 
as to the statutory serials, to eight general and three herpetological 
serials. No further comment was received. 

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

On 24 November 1980 the members of the Commission were 
invited to vote under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper 
(1980)40 for or against the proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 
33, pp. 81-83, as modified in vol. 36, pp. 199-200. At the close of the 
voting period on 24 February 1981 the state of the voting was as 
follows: 

Affirmative Votes — twenty-two (22) received in the 
following order: Melville, Holthuis, Brinck, Willink, Trjapitzin, 
Mroczkowski, Alvarado, Starobogatov, Habe, Corliss, Hahn, 
Welch, Tortonese, Dupuis, Ride, Lehtinen (in part only). Cogger, 
Binder, Bayer, Nye, Sabrosky, Bernardi 

Negative Vote — Heppell 

Vokes and Halvorsen were on leave of absence. No voting 
paper was received from Kraus. 

The following comments were sent in by members of the 
Commission with their voting papers: 

Lehtinen: Tor me the proposal is absurd and certainly not 
according to the basic principles of zoological nomenclature. It is 
obvious that common usage for the names of Elapid and related taxa 
is too crowded with errors and inconsistencies to be stabilized as 
such according to long tradition. The conservation of ELAPIDAE 
as a family name seems to be important, and is best effected by fixing 
an appropriate type for species for Elaps Schneider, 1801.1 cannot 
understand fixing a type species for a genus by the plenary powers if 
the generic name involved cannot be used as the valid name for that 
genus. Thus the proposed simultaneous conservation of 
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ELAPIDAE and Micrums is illogical. The Commission is entitled 
to reach illogical decisions, but I think it would be too much for such 
a generic name as Micrums. I am not a specialist in ELAPIDAE, 
but I would like to ask why Elcjps furcatus Schneider was not 
proposed for designation as the type species of Elaps, if Elaps 
cannot be recommended for E. lemniscatus and its congeners. 

I can support the following points of the original proposal: 

(4)(a--c), as well as (l)(d), (2)(g-h) and 
-h) of the modified version.’ 

Heppell: ‘I support, of course, the general desire not to tamper 
with the commonly accepted interpretation of the family name 
ELAPIDAE. I cannot support, however, the clumsy complex of 
nomenclatural manipulations that has been suggested to bring this 
result about. If, as seems reasonable, the name ELAPIDAE is to be 
inviolable, the Commission could have ruled that its type genus is to 
be accepted not as Elaps but as Micrurus. This seems to me to be the 
minimum nomenclatural manoeuvre to ensure the validation of 
those names as requested by the applicants.' 

ORIGINAL REFERENCES 

The following are the original references for names placed on 
Official Lists by the ruling given in the present Opinion: 
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Africa, Reptilia, p. 15 

BUNGARIDAE Fitzinger, 1826, Neue Classification der Reptilien. 
etc. (Wien, Hiibner), pp. 11,32 

Bungarus, Daudin, 1803, Mag. encycL, An 8, vol. 5 (20), p. 434 
capensis, Aparallactiis, A. Smith, 1849, Illustrations of the zoology 
of South Africa, p. 16 

Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, vol. 1, p. 216 
COLUBRIDAE Oppel, 1811, Die Ordniingen, Familien and 
Gattungen der Reptilien, etc. (Munich, Lindauer), p. 217 
constrictor. Coluber, Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed 10 vol 1 

p. 216 . . ^ 

ELAPIDAE, Boie, 1827, (Oken), vol. 20(3), p. 510 
Elaps Schneider, 1801, Historia amphibioruni natiiralis et literariae 
(Jena), fasc. 2, p. 289 

fasciatus, Hydrus, Schneider, 1799, Historia amphibiorum naturalis 
et literariae (Jena), fasc. 1, p. 240 

fasciata. Pseudoboa, Schneider, 1801, Historia amphibioruni 
naturalis et literariae (Jena), fasc. 2, p. 283 
Homoroselaps] 2 iX\, 1858, Rev. Mag. Zool., (2) vol. 10, p. 518 
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HYDROPHIIDAE, Fitzinger, 1843, Systema reptilium 
(Vindobonae, Braumuller & Seidel), fasc. 1, p. 28 
Hydrophis Latreille, 1801, in Sonnini & Latreille, Hist. nat. rept., 
etc. (Paris, Deterville), vol. 4, p. 193 
lacteuSy Coluber, Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, vol. 1, p. 220 
lemniscatuSy Coluber, Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, vol. 1, 
p.224 

lunulatuSy Uriechis, Peters, 1854, Monatsber. Akad. Wiss. Berlin, 
p. 623 

Micrurus Wagler, 1824, in Spix, J.B,, Serpentium brasiliensium, etc. 
(Munich), p. 48 

spixiiy Micrurus, Wagler, 1824, in Spix, J.B., Serpentium 
brasiliensium, etc. (Munich), p. 48 
URIECHINAE Cope, 1893, Amer. Nat., p. 480 
Uriechis Peters, 1854, Monatsber. Akad. W/ 55 . Berlin, p. 623 
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